
 
 
May 18, 2020 
 
Dear Tumwater families, 
 
I hope this message finds you well. As we enter into the latter part of May, I wanted to touch-
base with you regarding how our district is measuring student engagement. We have now 
confirmed contact with 99% of our students. We continue to work diligently to connect with the 
remaining students and families to identify how we can engage every student for the remainder 
of the year. We won’t quit our quest until every student has been contacted.  
 
Each week, we report to OSPI “student engagement” statistics. We define engagement as 
having evidence that the student connected with the teacher or participated in learning provided 
by the district during the week. A student can be considered engaged for a given week if the 
student participated in a synchronous meeting (on Zoom, Google Hangouts, Skype, a telephone 
call, in-person, etc.) Students are also reported as engaged if they demonstrate participation in 
an asynchronous manner by: 

 Turning in an assigned activity (electronic, on paper, etc.) 
 Responding to an email from the teacher 
 The student or parent/guardian picking up paper learning materials for the reported week 
 Logging into Google Classroom 
 Using an online tool or curriculum (iReady or Amplify, for example) 
 Connecting with the teacher in another manner not listed 

 
Please make sure you connect with your teacher each week in one or more of the ways listed 
above. If the teacher emails and requests a response, be sure to respond. This is how we 
ensure students are continuing to engage and participate.  
 
If, for any reason, your student has not received contact from a teacher, please send an email 
immediately to that teacher and/or the principal of your school. Once we know about a 
communication issue, we can usually resolve it quickly. We want to make sure all of our 
students are connected and involved in learning opportunities. 
 
Again, I want to thank you for your partnership during this time. We understand some families 
have been impacted in ways that others may not have been. We are all experiencing this 
differently. Please remember if you need anything, if we can support you in any way, please 
reach out. We are all in this together! 
 
Stay safe - stay healthy - stay engaged, 
 
Sean Dotson, Superintendent 
Tumwater School District 
 


